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SUBJECT: THE BRAZINSKAS (AIRPLANE HIJACKING) AFFAIR 
REF: (A) MOSCOW 4187, (B) MOSCOW 4295 

1 . BOTH PRAVDA AND IZVESTIYA FOR APRIL 9CARRY A TASS 
DISPATCH DATELINED WASHINGTON, APRIL 8, ON THE HIJACKING 
OF AN AIRPLANE TO TURKEY BY MEMBERS OF THE LITHUANIAN 
BRAZINSKAS FAMILY IN 1970. BOTH PAPERS CARRY THE STORY 
UNDER THE HEADLINE "WASHINGTON REMAINS SILENT". THE 
DISPATCH BRIEFLY RECOUNTS THE STORY OF THE HIJACKING AND 
COMMENTS THAT THE HIJACKERS ARE STILL AT LIBERTY IN THE 
U.S. NOTING THATTHE CREW OF THE AIRPLANE SENT A LETTER 

TO THE EMBASSY (REFTELS), THE STORY SAYS THAT THE EMBASSY 
SHOULD IMMEDIATELY HAVE BROUGHT "THIS IMPORTANT INFORMA- 
TION TO THE ATTENTION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE USA". 
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HOWEVER, THE STORY CONTINUES. OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVES 
CANNOT SAY WHETHER THE LETTER WAS RECEIVED IN WASHINGTON 
AND WHETHER IT WAS SENT TO THE PRESIDENT. 

2. THE STORY GOES ON THAT A WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN 
REFERRED THE TASS CORRESPONDENT TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
WHERE A SPOKESMAN SAID HE KNEW NOTHING ABOUT THE 
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MATTER AND PROMISED AN ANSWER THE NEXT DAY. THE 
NEXT DAY HE COULD STILL GIVE NO CLEAR ANSWER ABOUT THE 
FATE OF THE LETTER, MERELY SAID HE WOULD GIVE AN 
ANSWER AT "AN APPROPRIATE TIME". THE STORY ENDS AS 
FOLLOWS: "THE WHITE HOUSE AND STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE LEFT 
A LEGITIMATE QUESTION WITHOUT AN ANSWER. THIS OFTEN 
HAPPENS WHEN IT IS A QUESTION OF CRIMINALS HIDING IN THE 
U.S. OR THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE U.S." 

3. COMMENT: THIS STORY GIVES THE SOVIET MEDIA THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO KEEP ALIVE THE ALLEGATION THAT THE U.S. 

IS SHELTERING CRIMINALS AND THAT IT IS NOT RESPONSIVE TO 
THE LEGITIMATE DEMANDS OF JOURNALISTS. IT ALSO DEPICTS 
THE U.S.AS IGNORING THOSE WHO SUFFERED FROM THE ACTIVITIES 
OF THESE CRIMINALS AND, IN SOME UNSPECIFIED WAY, VIOLATING 
HUMAN RIGHTS. 

4. WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN CONFIRMING WHETHER TASS DID 
RAISE THE QUESTION OF THE LETTER WITH THE WHITE HOUSE AND 
THE DEPARTMENT AND WHAT PRESS GUIDANCE HAS BEEN PREPARED. 
TOON 
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